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ABSTRACT 

Methods for detecting assignment changes as well as address changes in 
address identifiers (particularly fibre channel - FC-2- address identifiers such as 
DJD, SJD) are disclosed. When such changes are detected, and a probe is in 
5 place monitoring at least a portion of a system (i.e., at least one port associated 
therewith), the detection of a change in address or port assignment triggers a 
command to map the change to ensure the user defined port name is always 
correct. The present invention is further directed to methods for monitoring a 
storage area network, in particular, at least one port associated therewith using 
1 o user defined port names as a field in any data reported by the monitoring system. 
The invention is yet further directed to probes and monitoring systems that are 
capable of generating data that employ statistics or data referring to user-defined 
port names at least for purposes of archiving and/or viewing such data or 
statistics. 
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